
Piataata: 
High 
Learning 
Needs 



Ministry of 
Education  

RTLB Service 

Piataata HLN 

Whakamana 
RTLB actively affirming & 

empowering 

Manakitanga 
Providing timely, warm 

and caring support 

Tino 
Rangatiratanga 

Student self 
determination  

Whanaungatanga 
committed partnership 

Te Ira Tangata 
Maintaining the 

connection between us 

Ako 
Working and learning 

from one another 

Tika Me to Pono 
Acting in honest and 

trust worthy ways 

Huakina te tatau o 
te whare 

Removing barriers 

Year 1 

Year 10 



Response to Intervention 

Responsive  

Systematic  
tracking & 

assessment 

Evidence based 
teaching 

Early 
identification and 

intervention 



 Yr.. 9-10 
Negotiated 

learning pathways Yr. 7-8 
Authentic 
Learning 

opportunities Yr. 5-6 
Strengths 

based 
approach 

Yr. 3-4 
20 week 
intensive Yr. 1-2 

Targeted 
support  

Yr. 0-1 
Early profiling 

of at risk 
learners 



ENTRY  ENTRY ENTRY  ENTRY ENTRY 

BEGINNING BEGINNING BEGINNING BEGINNING 

SKILLS SKILLS 

APPLICATION 

SKILLS 

Learning to use 
oral language to 

share 
information 

about 
experiences at 

home, classroom 
experiences and 

school events 

Learning to 
identify the 
position of 

sounds in words, 
learning to 

associate sounds 
with letters 

Learning to 
identify suitable 

sources  for 
specific 

information 
from a range of 

texts 

Learning to 
paint and draw 
using correct 
three finger 

tripod grip, cut 
using light card 

with straight 
lines, plays 

using 
imaginative 
construction 

Yr. 0-1 
Early profiling of at 

risk learners 

Building Blocks™ 



Yr. 1-2 
Targeted 
support  



Intensive 

• Work in progress 

• Thinking around underlying 
cognitive building blocks such as 
comparing 

Yr. 3-4 
20 week 
intensive 



Provide opportunities for belonging & ownership 

Recognise and affirm each students worth 

Have positive and high expectations 

Demonstrate respect & kindness to students 

Provide opportunity for caring relationships 

Help students discover and develop their strengths & 
capacities 

Model tenacity, emotional maturity and healthy 
attitudes  

Involve parents or significant relationships in the 
student’s social network:  

Embracing a Strength-Based Perspective and Practice in Education Resiliency Initiatives P. 19-20 
www.resiliencyinitiatives.ca 

 
Yr. 5-6 

Strengths based 
approaches 

 



Team Strengths 

Net of Support 

    

Key Competency 
Learning powers 

Interests  

& Dreams  

Motivations   

  

Curriculum Learning 
Strengths 



AUTHENTIC LEARNING 

 

Authentic Learning: is learning that is 
embedded in contexts that connect with the 
student.  These contexts are structured to draw 
on and develop the student’s interests, 
strengths and potential career pathways. 

Yr. 7-8 
Authentic 
Learning 

Opportunities 



Authentic Learning: Building the 
Navigator 

Future Smarts: Curriculum Pathway 

Authentic Learning Opportunities 

Strategies for Learning  

Key Competency Learning Powers 

http://www.careers.govt.nz/tools/careerquest/questionnaire/


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTIVATORS 

Working with others 

Kinaesthetic/visual opportunities 

Clear Understanding of tasks 

Experiential Tasks 

Some self direction  of learning 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TAILORING THE 
CURRICULUM 

Science Living World Level 1-2  

Technology Curriculum Level 1-2 

 

TEACHING  

 

 

TEACHING STRATEGIES 

Modelling 

Connect to what they know 

Direct Instruction 

Visual Organisers 

Think/pair share 

Peer learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENT LEARNING 
STRATEGIES 

Computer assisted instruction 

Task Cards 

Visual Organisers 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION ON 
LEARNING 

Model Thinking aloud 

Co-construction learning 
intentions and success criteria 

Reflective Pair Discussion 

 

 

 



Yr.. 9-10 
Negotiated 

learning pathways 

Work experience 

Accredited providers 

Spec  Options 

National Certificate in 
Employment Skills 

Meaningful learning 
opportunities 

Maximum participation 

National Certificate in 
Work & Study Skills 



Yr.. 9-10 
Negotiated 

learning pathways Mapping existing learning pathways and 
strengths within Secondary Schools 

 &  
opening partnership conversations 



Student Identification 

Ecological Assessment 

Identify HLN 
students 

Home RTLB 
School 

Partnership 


